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Hospital “Superstar” delivers baby for patient 24 hours before her own delivery

By Li Yuan Qi

Twenty-four hours before her own delivery, she was delivering babies for others. Twenty-four hours after her own delivery, she was busy answering queries from her patients

at her computer.

Such is the dedication of Dr Irene Chua, 38, from KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital. Her hard work and commitment won her 94 awards, which include SingHealth’s
Singapore Health Quality Service Award, also known as the “Superstar” award.

“It is a joyous occasion to witness the birth of babies,” said Dr Chua who has been in this line for 13 years. “l enjoy seeing the happiness of the parents when they receive

their newborn.”

An average of 40 babies per month

Over the past seven to eight years, Dr Chua has delivered an average of 40 babies per month. Being pregnant herself did not stop Dr Chua from delivering babies just 24
hours before her own delivery is due. Her family members are worried that she is overtaxing herself, but Dr Chua is sure of what she’s doing. “l always tell my patients not to
stop working till they are ready to deliver, as this will smoothen the delivery process,” said Dr Chua.

Dr Chua returned to work just three weeks after her delivery. She is grateful for her parents’ and husband’s support. “My parents and husband are a great source of support
to me,” said Dr Chua. “I think my parents are happy that | went back to work just after three weeks, as they can have my baby all to themselves,” she joked.
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